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Happy Valentine’s Day

Provisionals:
Lantern:

League Meeting:

February 19th, 7:00 PM, First Baptist Church
Mandatory Meeting/Election of Officers & Admissions
Committee
Please be prompt. For security reasons, doors will be
locked at 7:15 PM.

Board Meeting:

February 12th, 6:30 PM, Hostess: Kelly Mills at the
home of her mother, Susan Goldstein. Her home is
located at 670 Chickasaw Dr. Co-Hostess: Day
Caughman.

February 19th, Immediately following the General Meeting. Hospitality &
Lantern
Articles due to Kelly Mills by February 17th: Placement Council, Vice
President’s Report, Sustainer Representative, and Community Research.
Pictures for these placements will also be taken as soon as the meeting has been
adjourned.

REMINDER: LEAGUE DUES WILL BE DUE BY APRIL 1.

The treasury committee will let us know the amount of the 2018/2019 dues.

Dues not received by April 1 will be considered LATE, and a $10 fine will be assessed.
Members whose dues are not paid by April 30 shall be removed from membership.

The by-laws will be enforced.
Please make sure to submit your dues in a timely manner.

SJWL General Meeting Minutes
January 22, 2018

Welcome and Reminders – Molly called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. She asked members to silence your cell phones.
First Baptist Church now has a security code. This code will be shared before each meeting by email as it will change regularly. Molly
asked that when members leave the meeting, please walk out in pairs as a precautionary measure.
Molly thanked the members for bringing the books for the book drive. The league is very excited about this donation. Becky Craft
shared a devotion about how God wants us to be still and to face any hardship through prayer. She noted that it is hard for us to be still
because we are busy women. This led her to a story about Daniel 10:1-14. Have you ever waited anxiously for a package to arrive only
for it to take a long time to arrive? When it comes to prayer, most of us will have times where we wait so long that we worry the
answer was lost. Daniel had been faithfully fasting and praying for months with no answer. However, when Daniel persisted in prayer,
a messenger made its way to him with his answer. We must persist in prayer. He hears us and He answers. You have His word on it.
Molly took this opportunity to share that Susan Simmons has been diagnosed with cancer. She has asked for the word to spread that
she would like as many people praying as possible. Please keep her in your prayers. Valerie James motioned to approve the minutes
and Cindy Ardis seconded the motion. All approved.
Vice President: Valerie James: No Report
February 1.

Secretary:

Sarah Smith:

Sustainer letters and Change of Status letters are due by

Any member contact changes need to be submitted in writing via text or email. Directories are still available to those who have not
yet received one.
Treasurer: Nancy Branham: The Administrative Account has $29,029.63 and the Community Trust Budget has $39,494.09. Budget
request forms are due January 22. If anyone needs reimbursement for expenses, please let Nancy know. Finance Meeting will be
February 7 at 6:00 pm.
Assistant Secretary: Amy Jones Amy Jones sent no birth notes in November and December and three condolence notes in November
and December.
Amy shared the eligibility lists. She encouraged people to look at the list as they leave to see if they are eligible for positions. She
shared that her experience on the board has been very positive and encouraging, and she encourages people to consider serving on
the board. If you know you are going sustainer or are already committed to a position for the next year, you can go ahead and remove
your name.
Assistant Treasurer: Cindy Ardis: No update yet on Salvation Army donation amount but this update should be coming
soon. Admissions: Darla Dean The Admissions Committee will meet again in March.
Community Research: Cheryl Landstrom Cheryl announced that $21,850 in proposals were submitted for review, knowing that we are
generally unable to award this much in grant funds. This year, however, our treasurer managed to recover some funds from previous
grants that were never used, and we are looking forward to awarding as much as possible this year. Grant awards will be announced at
the next meeting.
Computer: Day Caughman No report
Wishing Well: Whitney Dunlap Reminders: Please remember to make reminder calls during your shifts. If you can’t reach the member responsible for the next shift, call Whitney and make your way down the list of members of the Wishing Well Committee until you
reach someone. New gifts are coming in from market! Jennifer McMahon’s thanked everyone for their hard work. The Wishing Well
has been busy! She shared these reminders for members: Please pay attention and be careful as you enter sales into the register. It’s
been taking a long time lately to go through the registers, and we just request you do the best you can to pay attention to details.
Whatever transaction you are doing, make sure you complete the transaction on the register before you move over to the employee
badge machine. Ensure that hospital employees swipe their card at the appropriate time so that we can ensure we are getting paid.
You should be printing a receipt from the badge machine whether employees want it or not, and this confirms you completed the
transaction. You can throw it away if needed.
Hospitality: Mary Baird No Report
Lantern: Kelly Mills No Report
Placement Council: Beth Poag: Beth strongly encourages members to contact her if they are having difficulty getting their hours
completed.
Provisional Chairman: Cindy Ardis No Report
Sustainer Representative: Heather Eldridge No Report
New Business Above and Beyond to was awarded to our Treasurer, Nancy Branham, for recovering funds in the Community
Trust Account!
The next Board Meeting will be held on February 12 and the next General Meeting is scheduled for February 19.
Adjournment Molly adjourned the meeting at 7:29.

Sympathy
The Sumter Junior Welfare League extends sympathy to:
Sustainer, Kathleen Noonan, on the passing of her grandmother, Mary Jackson
Sustainer, Evelyn Rowland, on the passing of her mother, Mary Jackson
Provisional, Amber Frye, on the passing of her father-in-law, Daniel Frye

Crosswell Home: A Blessing from the Lord
By Candi M. Payne
Children are a blessing from the Lord! They need love and positive role models to guide them as they grow. It is a
blessing to work with the staff and children at the John K. Crosswell Children’s Home. The children at the
Children’s Home long to develop friendships and mentors to help them during their difficult circumstances.
The children are God’s creation and have unique personalities and appreciate the attention and love given to
them by the Sumter Junior Welfare League. It is a gift to be able to hug, smile, provide a kind word, and
compliment each of the children to let them know that we love them.
Melissa Timmons, Lillie Smith, and I share our passion for the children by spending time
with the children at cottages, celebrating birthdays with them, attending tutoring sessions
with them, listening to them, reading to the smaller children, playing games with them,
helping with homework, and making crafts with them. We have spent time organizing group
parties throughout the League year. This year we had an ice cream party to signify the
end of summer and celebrate going back to school. The messier the party got, the more
smiles we saw from each of the children signifying their enjoyment with the party! In
December, we assisted in making ornaments and singing “Happy Birthday” to Jesus. The
children were able to hang their painted ornaments on the Christmas Tree in the dining
hall. In the spring, we will have a skating party and pizza party at a local skating rink.
The children of John K. Crosswell Children’s Home are not only blessed by the
members of the Sumter Junior Welfare League, but the volunteers are blessed and
changed through the lives of these beautiful children as well! It is humbling to be
around each of these children and how they demonstrate love to us, while we express the love
of Jesus to each of them.

Sumter Gallery of Art
By Sharon Chapman

The Sumter County Gallery of Art
placement is completing another
exciting year! The staff at the
gallery, Executive Director, Karen
Watson, curator, Gardner Cole
Miller, and Art Education Director,
Amanda Cox, are a pleasure to
work with and always gracious
hosts. The SCGA is a nonprofit art
institution and features traditional
and contemporary art by local,
regional and na-tionally recognized
artists.
The SJWL members have been volunteering at the summer art camps,
Second Saturday programs and at the catered gallery openings that
take place throughout the year.
Meg White and Kristen Sill completed their hours serving the
students at the Summer Art Camps. Ann-Frances Stoddard Brown,
Marissa Deakin, and Tiffany Wilson completed hours in the evening
and in a variety of mediums during Second Saturday events.

President, Molly Matthews,
and Secretary, Sarah Smith, enjoyed
some play time in the snow with
their families and each other during
our “BLIZZARD OF 2018.”

This placement has year round opportunities to serve and makes it
perfect for anyone in the league. The SCGA also offers half price
tuition to league member’s children, so babysitting is not a problem.
The Sumter Junior Welfare League volunteers are truly appreciated.
Thank you ladies for your hard work this year and please take an
opportunity to visit the gallery.
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Sumter Little Theatre
by Stacey Reaves
The Sumter Little Theatre is a non-profit organization that plays an important role
in the Sumter community. The theatre is celebrating its 73rd year of showcasing
local talent and providing acting classes for children and young adults.
Scholarships are available to those who need assistance with the cost of the classes.
This year the League members assigned to this placement are Kristine Hinson, Ashlee Lloyd, Tina
Patterson, Mary Beth Skey, Allison Stevens, and Stacey Reaves, Chair. To support the theater, we work the
box office, serve as ushers, sell concessions at intermission, and even help with props when needed.
The 2017-2018 season began with Barefoot in the Park , followed by the musical The Great American Trailer
Park , and ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas. Three more performances are scheduled in February, March,
and May, and they are Five Guys Named Moe, The Giver, and La Cage Aux Folles respectively. Performances
are Thursday, Fri-day, and Saturday evenings with a matinee on Sunday. Each performance runs for two
weeks. Season member-ships are available. Call the theatre at 775-2150, or go to the website at
sumterlittletheatre.com for more infor-mation on upcoming performances. Please help to support this valuable
addition to the Sumter Community. The shows are always a treat.

The Lantern Staff:
Editor—Kelly Mills, (803)968-0046, kellygmills@yahoo.com
Co-Editor—Lisa Andrews, (803) 883-8333, curallycat@hotmail.com
www.sumterjuniorleague.org

