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You are cordially invited to attend the
Annual May Dinner

Monday, May 11th, 2015

The O’Donnell House
Social Hour ~ 6:15 p.m.
Dinner ~ 7:00 p.m.
($35 per person)
Deadline is May 1
Mail checks to Dee Carraway
845 Andiron Drive
Sumter, SC 29150
If you are not going to be able to attend
please send your regret to Meg Hill by May
1st.

April 2015

Mark your calendar…
League Meeting: April 20, 7:00 PM, First Baptist Church—MANDATORY
***Attention New Sustainers: A group photo will taken immediately after the meeting.
Provisional Meeting: April 27, at the home of Valerie James

SJWL General Meeting Minutes
March 16, 2015
President Suzanne Palmer called the meeting to order at 7:04 PM and thanked everyone for coming. She commended the
Provisional class for their renovation of the Wishing Well this past weekend.
Ashleigh Sease shared the devotion entitled “Connecting the Dots”. Jesus is the connection between our hearts and the heart
of God. He leads us from dot to dot. Open your heart to Him and He will connect the dots in your life to work for His will.
Turn to Him for strength wisdom and direction.
Suzanne asked placements chairs to describe each of the placements to the membership.
The Lantern was emailed and should have been received by all. Everyone attending appeared to have received their copy.
The minutes from the February general meeting was provided through the Lantern. Dibble Parker made a motion to accept
the minutes as written, and Mary Geddings seconded the motion.
Vice-President Mary Geddings had no report.
Secretary Meg Hill asked members to please submit their regrets in writing by May 1 if they are unable to attend the May
Dinner.
Treasurer Dee Carraway was absent. Meg Hill shared the balances in the current budgets in her absence. The administrative
account balance is $22,470.49, and the community trust account balance is $25,572.89.
Assistant Secretary Molly Matthews had no report.
Assistant Treasurer Cindy Ardis announced that she is taking dues now until April 1. They are late on April 2.
Admissions Chair SusieHerlong was absent. Suzanne reported in her absence that Susie will announce her report will be at
the May Dinner.
Community Research Chair Dibble Parker had no report.
Computer Chair Nancy Lee Zimpleman was absent but had no report.
Gift Shop Chair Gretchen Meyers thanked the Provisional Class for their work in the Wishing Well this past weekend. She
also thanked Gray Maklary, Shannon Boykin and her husband, Mary Geddings, Suzanne Palmer, Vicki Singleton, Karen
Timmons, and Valerie James for helping as well. During the renovations, the key basket was misplaced. Please contact
Gretchen if you see it. There have been issues with Chick fil a sales. Employees have been calling down when the food is
discounted and asking the worker to hold large amounts of food for them. This is creating problems, so there will be no more
discounts or holding food.
Hospitality Chair Amy Moss announced that the May Dinner will be held on May 11. Dues are $35 and can be paid tonight.
They are due by May 1.
Lantern Editor Kelly Mills notified those whom she needs articles from for the April edition of the Lantern.
Placement Council Chair Vicki Singleton reported that sign-ups for placements will be held at next month’s general meeting.
Descriptions will be emailed again to the membership.
Provisional Chair Valerie James and Suzanne announced they were able to pay for the floor but still need some help in paying for other expenses. Jeanna Mahr asked a question about using League money to cover renovation expenses.
Sustainer Representative Gayle Booth had no report.
Old Business: none
New Business: The next board meeting will be on April 13, and the next general meeting will be held on April 20. This is a
mandatory meeting.
A drawing for a door prize was held for those attending the meeting. Amy Jones and Amanda Tindal won certificates for
40% off an item at the Wishing Well.
Suzanne adjourned the meeting at 7:57 PM.
Respectfully Submitted,
Meg Brogdon Hill
SJWL Secretary

ing in December at Susie Herlong’s house, and our
second meeting in March was in a conference room
The Sumter Junior Welfare League is so effective at Tuomey Healthcare System. I would like to
in serving our community because of the dedication thank each of our committee members for their
dedication and confidentiality. Committee memand commitment required of its members. As
League members, we are able to impact the commu- bers were Susie Herlong (Chair), Janelle Smith (CoChair), Elyn Croft, Mary Beth Mims, Darla Dean,
nity in a multitude of ways that better the lives of
others and enrich our own in the process. This year, Valerie James, Nancy Lee Zimpleman, Bronwyn
McElveen, Anna Dilts, and Vicki Singleton. Alterand in past years, the Admissions Committee has
had the task of reviewing proposed candidates with nates were Kelly Mills and Anna Moorman, and the
nonvoting member was Lisa Andrews. Sustainers
a multitude of talents and a desire to serve. I am
confident that these new talents and willingness to serving this year were Mary Sheridan, Virginia
serve will carry the League in continuing to sucMcFaddin, and Harriet Lowder.
cessfully serve our community.
Applications for admissions for next year will be
available between June 15th and November 1st and
It has been an honor to serve this year under the
leadership of Susie Herlong, the Admissions Chair- must be returned by November 15th. We are looking
man, and the other dedicated women that served on forward to Susie’s report at the May Dinner and
the Admissions Committee. We held our first meet- welcoming the Provisional Class of 2015-2016!
ADMISSION COMMITTEE : Janelle Smith

WATEREE! SANTEE! FREE! FREE! FREE!
So spoke Wateree, Chief of the Wateree Indians. It was my favorite line of my favorite puppet in
my favorite placement, The Sumter County Jamboree puppet theater. I still see the smiles and sparkling
eyes of the hundreds of children that came to see the show in our theater at the Sumter County Museum.
And their teachers and parents, too!
My other favorite placement was Broadcast for the Blind. Once every month, I spent an hour at the
SCETV studios here in Sumter speaking into a microphone for the benefit of their sight impaired listeners
using a special radio provided by ETV. The most popular content for the listeners turned out to be simply
reading excerpts from The Item!
As much as I loved these two placements, you might be surprised to learn than they were the ones I
had tried hardest to avoid. All I saw was how much time the puppets took from my busy schedule and how
scared I was to talk into a microphone “over the air.”
But once involved, I quickly found how important they were to our community and to me. I made
new League friends I would never have made or learned new things I would never have learned. And I
would never have reaped the rewards that come from gladly doing for others. To this day, people will mention how much they enjoyed the puppets when they were young and how much my reading added to the confined lives of their parents with disabilities.
These kind comments make me know that my efforts were not only appreciated
on a personal level, but with the combined service of League members in all of our placements, they made a truly positive impact in our community. They still do. But I wish I
had always been wise enough to more often choose my placements by my heart and not
my head.
Gayle Booth, Sustainer Representative
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Light News:
Bronwyn McElveen
Mary Bass Kolb (active) has opened an office for Gateway Mortgage Group at 665 Bultman Dr in
Sumter and she is the branch manager, the first woman branch manager for the Group in the State
of South Carolina. She encourages Junior League members to stop by and say hello!
Renee Mathews (sustainer) and family recently enjoyed a vacation in Arizona and Nevada. Highlights were a visit to Las Vegas where they enjoyed shows, the beautiful Chinese New Year displays, eating at a local diner on Route 66 and visiting the Grand Canyon. The color changes at sunset at the Grand Canyon were breathtaking. No jackpot winnings to report.

Sympathy
The Sumter Junior Welfare
League extends sympathy to
Active, Elyn Croft on the loss of
her grandfather.

A huge thank you to Sustainer Ashley
Bateman for her beautiful artwork
for the May Dinner invitation.

