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2018-2019 Executive Board
Our 2018-2019 Executive Board
By Jenny Knopf

President Valerie Page James

is married to John Wilds James, III and
is originally from Reston, Virginia. Valerie and John have one son, Duncan
who is 14 years old. Valerie graduated
from the University of South Carolina
with a Bachelor of Science degree and is
employed at Wilson Hall as a Preschool
Teacher. Valerie teaches Sunday School
and was a past Deacon at First Presbyterian for three years where she and her
family are members. Valerie enjoys
spending time with family, running, yoga, cooking and painting. Valerie has
been a member of the League for eight
years and her mother-in law, Ollie
James, is a sustaining member. She is a member of the Wilson
Hall PTO, VBS volunteer for First Presbyterian, Epicurean Club
-Past President, FMSC Volunteer and Tuomey Fellows. Her
past placements include: Maizie’s Place, Get Real About Violence-Chair, Crosswell Home for Children, Provisional CoChair and Chair, Admissions Committee, Assistant Secretary,
Secretary and Vice President. Her favorite placement has been
Get Real About Violence. She found it to be a great opportunity
to serve in an environment outside of her comfort zone. She
mentions that the entire experience, the women on the committee and the children all ended up being a blessing to her. She
felt as though it was a placement in which you get to see and
feel an immediate impact.

Vice President Vicki Michelle Kirby Singleton is

married to Christopher Nathan Singleton and is originally from
Lake City, Florida. Vicki and Christopher have two daughters,
Katherine Grace (17) and Victoria (12). Vicki graduated from
the University of North Florida with two Bachelor degrees,
Marketing and Business Management. She also attended The
American University in Washington, D.C. where she earned her
Master of Public Administration and Policy degree. She is employed by USC Sumter as the Executive Director of Development and Alumni Services. Vicki attends First Baptist Church.
Her interests and hobbies include spending time on the coast,
reading, enjoying music, theatre, traveling and playing piano.
Vicki has served as a member of the Sumter Junior Welfare
League for eight years. She is a member of Kiwanis Club of
Sumter, Sumter Chamber of Commerce and the Sumter Mayor’s
Prayer Breakfast Steering Committee. Her past placements
include: The Lantern Editor, Camp Scamp Chair, Admissions

Chair, Placement Chair, Community Research
Chair, Provisional Co-Chair, Sumter Little Theatre and Sumter Opera House. Her favorite placement has been Camp Scamp. She found the kids
at Camp Scamp are so happy to have a camp
where they can go and be themselves without
their condition getting in the way of having
fun. She mentions that these kids were so appreciative and just wanted to have fun and be loved
at the same time. She feels extremely blessed by
this placement.

Secretary Amy Wannamaker Jones

is a native of Sumter and is married to Jeffrey
Perrin Jones. Amy and Jeffrey have three sons,
Henry (10), Clay (7) and Mason(4). She graduated from the College of Charleston with a Bachelor of Science Degree in Elementary Education. Additionally, she graduated from Cambridge College with her master’s degree in education. She is
currently employed by Wilson Hall where she is a kindergarten
teacher. She is a member of Alice Drive Baptist Church and
enjoys reading, running and going on trips with family. Amy
has been a member of the league for five years. Her past placements include Sumter Little Theatre, Wishing Well Food/Gifts,
Crosswell Children’s Home and Assistant Secretary. Her favorite placement was Sumter Little Theatre. Amy loved getting to
know a part of Sumter that she had not experienced before. She
felt the staff was like a family and are very appreciative of the
League’s help. She got to meet a lot of talented people and was
able to enjoy many of the shows.

Treasurer Cynthia Lynn Weeks Ardis is married to

Michael Anthony Ardis and is originally from Florence, Alabama. Cindy graduated from the University of Northern Alabama with a Bachelor of Science degree in Management and
Marketing. She is currently employed by Palmetto Health
Tuomey as the Manager of the Quality Services Department.
She has been at Tuomey for 19 years. She is a member of
Crosswell Baptist Church and enjoys reading, attending plays
and musicals, Alabama football, scrapbooking, card making and
anything crafty. Cindy has served as a member of the League
for nine years. Her past placements include Gift Committee, CoBusiness Manager, Business Manager, Wishing Well, Assistant
Treasurer, Treasurer and Provisional Co-Chair and Chair. Her
favorite placement has been Provisional Chair. She loved meeting and getting to know the newest members. She mentions that
they were an awesome group of ladies and she felt blessed to
get to know them.

General League Meeting:
September 17, 2018 at 7:00 PM
First Baptist Church Fellowship Hall
Board Meeting:
September 10, 2018 at 6:30PM
Hostess: Beth Poag
Co-Hostess: Susan McGregor
October 8, 2018 at 6:30 PM
Hostess: Lisa Andrews
Co-Hostess: Amy Jones

Provisionals:
September 17, 2018 at 7:00 PM
General Meeting First Baptist Church
September 25, 2018 at 6:00 pm
Sumter County Museum
Admissions Application:
Nomination Packet Pick-Up Deadline: November 1, 2018
Return Deadline: November 15, 2018
Contact: Jennifer McMahon 803-840-3215 or
jmcmahon2@sc.rr.com

Lantern Deadlines:
October Issue - September 14
November Issue - October 19

A Note
from the President
Welcome Back to our 84th year! I
hope each of you had a great
summer. Thank you to everyone
who has been working so hard on placements this
summer. I am so proud of what we do as an
organization. The Sumter Junior Welfare League
has been committed to building a better community
through volunteers and developing the potential of
women. So, I would like to start our year by
saying, “Thank you”. Thank you to every sustainer
who has completed your service, and continues to
support us. We would not be here without your
efforts. Thank you to our actives who are in the
throws of balancing volunteer time with family,
work, and church. We could not function without
you. Thank you to our provisionals who have
recently joined us to help make our community a
better one. Our future would not exist without
you. Every step of membership is essential to our
existence. We need all of you! John F. Kennedy
said, “Change is the law of life. And those who look
only to the past or present are certain to miss the
future.”
I am honored to serve as your President for
the 2018-2019 year. You are a blessing to me and
to the entire Sumter community. As we start our
year, please think of new ways in which we can
grow into the future. I would love to hear from all
of you. I look forward to seeing everyone at the
September meeting.
Warmly,
Valerie

Welcome 2018-2019
Provisional Class:
Amy Barrineau
Whitney Brown
Larsen Cline
Philissa Edge
Jessica Fralick
Leah French
Kristi Knight
Laurin Lee
Courtney Moore
Whitney Moss
Mollie Oswald

The deadline for new placement proposals and
grant applications is November 1st.
Please send those to
Susan McGregor
susanrmcgregor@gmail.com

Picture Reminder

The following placements will have pictures and
articles featured in the October Lantern:

Provisional Chair/Co-Chair
Computer Committee
Camp Scamp
**Please see Lisa Andrews immediately after the
September meeting to have your picture taken.

Spirit of the League
by Molly Matthews
At this time I would like to recognize an exceptional woman, a
true matriarch of volunteer services in the Sumter community. This individual is a sustaining member of the Sumter Junior Welfare League
where her passion for volunteering began. After becoming a sustainer
she would even hand make gifts and other items to be sold at the Wishing Well which was called the Canteen at the time.
In early 1976 she was approached by the League to help with a
new project they were developing. She was already a sustaining member at the time and was offered a part time position as director of what is
currently known as Sumter Volunteers. At the time she was in the
midst of a divorce and prayed that the Lord would open doors for her.
Her prayers were answered the night she received the call from the
League. Over the years when speaking of her work and the satisfaction
derived from it she feels that it was created in Heaven and sent to earth
via the Sumter Junior League. She has been the steering force of Sumter
Volunteers for over 40 years. Under this organization she has created a
plethora of projects to benefit Sumter including: My Community and
Me, Shower Shaw with Cookies, Make a Difference Day, Mayor’s
Community Service Award, National Volunteer Recognition Week, and Women’s Honor Roll of Sumter
County, just to name a few. She was quoted by one of her peers as being a “champion of volunteers in
Sumter”. Almost everything volunteer related in Sumter has her fingerprint on it.
It is my pleasure to present the Spirit of the League Award to Ms. Jo Anne Morris for her exemplary volunteer services to the Sumter Community.

League Legends
Save the Date!
The Annual League Tea
will be held
Monday, October 15, 2018
At the home of
Melissa Holmes White
226 Mason Croft

To nominate someone for the “Above and Beyond
Award,” please contact Lisa Burke at
(803) 983-3013 or lisa.burkeco@hotmail.com

The Lantern Staff:

Please send any photos to
lisastanleyandrews@outlook.com
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May Dinner—May 21, 2018

The annual May Dinner was held at The O’Donnell House on May 21, 2018. The evening began at 6:15 P.M.
with an hour for socializing followed by dinner.
At 7:00 P.M., President Molly Matthews welcomed everyone and recognized the sustaining members in
attendance. She called the meeting to order and thanked Mary Baird and the Hospitality Committee for the
beautiful decorations and wonderful meal.
Following dinner, Provisional Chair Cindy Ardis introduced the new active members to the League.
Secretary Sarah Smith recognized those with perfect attendance for both the general meetings and board
meetings.
Molly then announced the members who have completed ten years of service and have elected to become
sustaining members in the upcoming year. They were each presented with a gift from the League.
Following recognition of the new sustainers, Molly was thanked for her leadership and guidance and was
presented with a gift from the League. Molly thanked her board and then passed the gavel to incoming
President Valerie James. Valerie recognized her new board members and promised what will be another
wonderful year for the Sumter Junior Welfare League.

